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tion of the Potteries, which in 1762 was only
about seven thousand, and more than trebled
itself before the end of the century.

Thus it will be seen England was transformed
from a semi-agricultural community into a vast
workshop by means of the remarkable inven-
tions which stand to her credit during this
period. Other circumstances also tended to
increase the general prosperity. At the end of
the Seven Years' War, in 1763, England held a
very powerful position. France had been shorn
of most of its colonial possessions, and Great
Britain was master of the situation both in
India and America. Canada, Florida, and
other French possessions had been conquered;
the influence of Spain as a commercial power
had waned ; and among the German nations,
and in Holland, dynastic contentions and
internal troubles made their rivalry of small
importance. Great Britain's domination of the
seas was almost undisputed.

The ground gained in India was of immense
advantage to British trade. The splendid
achievements of Clive and Lawrence had en-
tirely broken the French power in India, and
after 1765 the East India Company became
possessed of the revenues of Bengal, Behar, and
Orissa, and thenceforward English dominion in
India remained undisputed except by native
princes. The East India Company were able
in 1777 to discharge their debt to the Govern-
ment, and in the following year paid a dividend
of 8 per cent. A new charter was granted to
. the company in 1781, confirming them in their
commercial privileges; and in 1784, on the